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Danger of Mistake at home, with regard to the actual 
rogress of improvement at the Islands. 
L Extract from a joiut letter of the- Missionaries, dated Nov. 
20, 1831.] 

The general progress und increasing influence of re- 
ligious principles, we think, have been very visible du- 
ring the year. 

Since we last wrote you, there have been added to 
the church at this station 63 persons, making the whole 
outnber received 149. 

The improvement of the people in Christian know- 
ledge is very perceptible. Butou this subject we hard- 
ly know what to write. It is now six years since we 
began to write you that the people were becoming 
moral—that they were studying the Bible—that they 
were adopting its principles—that they were improv- 
ing in their general charcter; imdeed, that they were 
becoming truly pious. These accounts we have con- 
tinued from time to time. We have written very little 
of an opposite character. 

From these communications we have no fears but 
the Committee have pretty correct ideas of the true 
state of things at the islands. 
ters, and by various publications which fall into our 
hands, we perceive that the American public are form- 
ing ideas in some respects very erroneous, 

We have indeed the fullest confidence in the real 
piety of many of the people; we see them improving 
in knowledge, and in their external appearance; and 
the vast change for the better in their morals is in re- 
ality almost beyond the conceplion of those who have 
not seen it, 
Sandwich island society, as it now exists, in its pre- 
sent improved state, it would call forth the sueers of 
the misanthropic, it would discourage the faint heart- 
ed, and would pain the heart of every Christian who 
did not retain a vivid impression of the former blacker 
picture. 

Were you to visit us, as you landed on the beach you 
might probably be thronged by a multitude of imper- 
tinent natives, friendly to be sure, but most of them 
with no clothes, except the malo and kihei, that -is, a 
strip of cloth about the loins, and another thrown 
carelessly over the shoulders. 

_ Were you to walk about the village, you would soon 
see evidence that a large proportion of the people 
spend their time in almost perfect idleness ; the cunse- 
quence of which is, that they have what you would 
Consider a very scanty supply of food, and never a 
stock laid up for time of need. They are but poorly 
supplied with native kapa; their houses are small and 
filthy, having but one apartment for all the members 
of the family, and often but an imperfect shelter from 
the rains. Yet still you would hear them imploring the 

ng of heaven, and returning thanks, too, even at 
their most scanty meals, and you would rarely find a 


family that neglects the evening and morning prayer. 


Bat by our private let- | 


Yet, should we draw a true picture of 


Were you to visit the house of worship, you might 

sit with 140 at the communion table, and might see 
3,000 attentive bearers, and hear singing which would 
|not disgrace respectable societies in America; but 
| were you to follow the people from the house of pray- 
ler, you would see abundant evidence, that very few 
‘have any considerable sense of the solemnity of the 
Sabbath; and their boisterous voices and light couble- 
, nance’, if not a broad laugh, woul! soon couvinee yeu 
that they are little affected by tie wruths which they 
hear. 

Were you to go with the peopie to the house of 
wourping, and even to the grave of their dearest 
friends, though you might see evidence of personal at- 
tachment, you would at the same time see abundant 
evidence that they have little idea of what it is to die. 
Their light coumtenances, if not their trivial talk, 
would tell in the most expressive manner, that the 
body of the people have not learned to fullow the soul 
to eternity, and even the most serious and reflecting 
,ofien astonish us by their lightness on these solemn 
oceusions. Scarcely ever have we seen any thing in 
the trait of heathen character, which throws such a 

chill upon our feelings, as their levity on the subject of 
death. 

Were you to have intercourse and do business with 
the people, you would be exceedingly grieved to per- 
ceive, that they make no account of time. That time 
is valuable, is one of the hardest lessons for a heathen 
to learn. 

We might go on for a length of time mentioning 
things which would meet your eye, and grieve your 
heart, and were there not in some respects an anima- 
ting counterpart, we should ourselves be discouraged 
and sit down in despair. 

We feel it necessary to allude to these unpleasant 
things, lest confining ourselves in our accounts to one 
jside of the subject, we should convey wrong ideas of 
jthe real state of the people. . 

Though our minds and feelings may, by long expe- 
rience, have become in some degree callous to the 
enormities of heathenism, yet, on the whole, we are 
more and more couvinced of its degrading, as well as 
polluting influence ; and the progress which the peo- 
ple have as yet made, shows still more clearly the mon- 
strous differeuce between their former standing, and 
that of Christian refinement. 

Though we say this, yet we speak with confidence 
when we say there is a regular and constant improve- 
mentin the people. It has been very visible during 
the last year. There has been no special change, aud 
nothing particularly new. 


| 
| 


[From the Missionary Herald. } 
SYRIA. 
EXTRACTS FROM MR. WHITING’S COMMUNICATIONS. 


Men of business in Beyroot are at present more 
afraid of the pasha, and are suffering more from hia 
oppressive and cruel exactions, than from fear of the 
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cholera, or plague, or any thing else. Lis demands 
for money have been frequent and enormous. Most of 
the men of property in this place have either fled and 
concealed themselves in the mountains, or been 
thrown into prison, to compel them to give up their 
mouey. These things are exceedingly discouraging to 
all enterprise and industry among the people; and 
they present a serious obstacle to our efforts to do 
good to their souls. The spirit of the people is so 
broken bythe rapacity and oppression of their rulers, 
that they seem to have nv heart to attend to the things 
of another world, or to think of any thing but their 
troubles. One would rather suppose that trouble, and 
disappointment, and poverty here should rather dis- 
pose them to seek a rest and refuge in heaven, and to 
listen to good news which the gospel brings to the 
poor. In some instances perhaps this is the case. 
But with the great majority in this country, we fear 
the effect is directly the reverse. So far as we can 
Jearn, the terrible judgment with which God is visiting 
these regions of the earth, have not brought a single 
sinner to repentance! O how devirable that that al- 
mighty Spirit, whose influence is awakening such mul- 
titudes in our favored country should put forth his en- 
ergies in these lands. 

The sufferings and supposed death of Asaad Shidiak, 
though they may have produced a salutary conviction 
on some minds of the truth for which he suffered, seem 
on the whole to have done much to suppress the spirit 
of inquiry that was beginning to show itself in the 
mountains. And can this be wondered at? Who, 
with such a fearful beacon before him, will dare to 
think for himself, or to express his opinion upon reli- 
gion, unless he be thoroughly convinced of the truth, 
and deeply impressed with the infinite importance of 
the subject? It is almost needless to say that few, very 
few in this country are so impressed. I said his sup- 
posed death—for notwithstanding all the private reports 
we have heard to the contrary, it seems to be gene- 
rally supposed that he is dead, and that he died in pri- 
son. And every body knows that the only crime he was 
accused of was, daring lo read and reason upon the gos- 
pel, and to enforce its truths, as fur as he was able, upon 
the attention and conscience of the people, endeavoring al 
the same time to obey it himself. 

Since my last was written, we have had the pleasure 
of welcoming two of our friends from Damascus, 
(Messrs. Nicolayson and Farwan,) concerning whom 
we have felt no little anxiety, after learning that they 
had ventured near that now disturbed and rebellious 
city. They went thither from Safet, without knowing 
the danger into which they were throwing themselves. 
On entering the city they found it in a state of insurrec- 
tion and anarchy—the Pasha (who has but lately ar- 
rived from the capital) shut up in the castle in the mid- 
dle of the town, with one or two thousand men, and 
besieged by the infuriated populace. Passing along 
the street, they were directly ascertained to be English- 
men, upon which a crowd gathered around them, in- 
sulted and threatened them, pulled off their turbans, 
and seemed intent upon taking their lives on the spot. 
Providentially a young Turk of distinction was near, 
und through bis influence they were rescued from the 
mob, and taken first to his own house, and then to the 
house of his father, an Aga, and one of the leading 

men in the present insurrection. This man treated 
them kindly, and sent them with a guard to the Latin 
convent, where they remained one night; and the next 
day the same Aga sent a guard of twenty soldiers to 
conduct them to a village five hours from Damascus, 
on their way towards Beyroot. For all this appa- 
rent kindness and politeness, however, they were 
obliged to pay liberally. 1n fact had they not had con- 
siderable money, it is certainly probable they would 
have lost their lives. Their visit to Damascus cost 
them near one hundred dollars. They were there on- 
ly two days. 


The state of things in Damascus is lamentable. 
There is no order, no government or head, but every 
man is his own master. Tbe populace are extremely 
exasperated against the new pasha and against the 
grand seignor ; afd most of all, perhaps against the ex- 
pected English consul, Mr. Farrer. In fact, it is the 
expected establishment of the consul in their city, and 
the determination of the sultan to introduce aud sus- 
tain him there, cost what it wiil, and wo enforce his 
‘Nezzaam Jeneed,’ or new system in Damascus, as well 
asin other parts of his empire, that has been one prin- 
cipal cause of this rebellion. It now appears probable 
that the Damascenes will be forced to yield; for the 
Emir becher is ordered to march with a powerful force 
against them, and he is tu be joived it is said, by the 
Kebya bey, with several thousand troops from the 
pasha of Acre. We-wait, with much interest, for the 
result of this civil war; inore especially because all 
these movements may have, and doubtless will have, 
an important bearing upon the enterprise in which we 
are engaged. We hope that increased liberty will be 
enjoyed by Europeans and Americans in the ‘Turkish 
empire, and greater facilities and security afforded for 
the prosecution of evangelical labors in all these coun- 
tries. Damascus will in all probability soon be an eli- 
gible and most important missionary station. May the 
Lord of the harvest prepare the proper laborers to go 
into that interesting field. 


SIAM. 
FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. ABEEL. 


Splendid procession. —V'or a wumber of days the king 
has been visiting the pagodas, supported by himself, and 
furnishing the priests with such articles of hecessity 
and luxury as his reyal bounty dictates. This is con- 
sidered a work of great werit and performed annually 
at this season. The temples built and supplied from 
the king’s treasury are numerous, and many days are 
usually expended in completing the round.” The 
principal priest of each temple is arrayed, on these oc- 
casious, by the hand of his royal master, the priest, 
according to the humble profession of the monarch, 
being the superior. ‘To-day the train passed our house. 
It consisted of perhaps Olly barges—some of them 
more elegant than avything of the kind I ever saw. 
The guard-boats, a numerous and splendid array, led 
the van; a few of them carrying large pieces of ord- 
nance, and managed by soldiers in a flaming uniform— 
others with small red canopies, very long and narrow, 
and paddled by numerous linuds. ‘The king’s galley 
followed, said to be at least 120 feetin length, and pro- 
pelled by 80 nen. A curve ct the bow and stern raixed 
them some distance ubove the water, and adds much 
to the elegance of the structure. The barge is made 
of one piece of timber and is said to have cost the sac- 
rifice of many lives to get it from its original bed to 
this place. This, however, appears to be no conside- 
ration with the Siamese. When the king, or mén of 
authority, go on expeditions of importance, it is expec- 
ted ‘that many shall perish. Excessive toil—an ex- 
haysting climate, and want of relief, the boats being too 
narrow to carry more than one set of hands, soon pro- 
duce fatal consequences to the unpitied buatmen, His 
majesty’s portly person had: no other covering but a 
waist cloth. He was attended by a few of the women 
and children of his numerous family. The boats 
of the princes followed—many of them but litle 
inferior to the king’s, und all with horse-tails hanging 
upon their bow to denote their rank. The train was 
closed by the barges of many of less distinction—the 
whole extended apap ! more than a mile. 

We were obliged, at the command of a precursor, to 
shut the doors, a ceremony expected from all, before 
whose houses such a sacred personage passes. The 





length of the array—the great variety of boate—the 
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unanimous shouts, bursting from so many lips—the 
voice of those who beat the time, with the uniform 
motions it gave to the paddles, and the rapidity with 
which they all hastened by, rendered the scene as lively 


to the senses, as its object was sickening to the heart of 


the Christian spectator. How dreadful is the influence 
of the great deceiver over this nation—commanding 
his thousauds, of the pride aud power of the nation, to 
oue feat of pagan delusion. 


OUTRAGES UPON MISSIONARIES. 


We have published some account of the persecu- 
tion of the Baptist and Methodist Missionaries in the 
West Indies. The following account of this brutal out- 
rage is from the London World of June 25th: 


Between seven and nine o’clock on Saturday eve- 
ning, April 7, as the Rev. Mr. Bleby, a Wesleyan 
minister, and hislady were sitting at tea at their hired 
residence in Falmouth, a band of white, and one or 
two colored, ruffians rushed into the house and seized 
him, using extremely violent and abusive language, 
calling him a d—d preaching villain, &c. &c.; they 
then forced Mr. B. to the opposite side of the room, 
four or five holding him, whilst one struck him vio- 
lently on the head: they were all armed with blud- 
geons. One of the ruffians brought a keg of tar into 
the room, and whilst some held him, others spread 
the tar over his head, face, breast; and clothes. 
While this brutal assault was going on,the fellow named 
Dobson, who struck Mr. Bleby, attempted to set Mr. 
B.’s pantaloons on fire, but was prevented by one of 
the gang. He immediately after applied the candle 
to the tar on Mr. B.’s breast; but Mrs. Bleby, see- 
ing it, dashed the candle from his hand, and it went 
out. 
and Mr. B. Mrs. Bleby was siezed by one of them, 
and dashed violently io the floor, the effects of which 
our informant affirms, she still severely feels. Two 
of the gavg attempted to lock her in the pantry ; but 
she managed to elude their intention. By this time 
the alarm having been given, some people came to 
Mr. and Mrs. Bleby’s assistance, and commenced an 
attack on the villians who were below stairs: this so 
alarmed the villains who were employed above, that 
they left Mr. Bleby and hastened to the assistance of 
their fellows, and eventually made their escape, but not 
till one or two had received the drubbing which they 
so richly deserved—one so much as to endanger his 
life. About this time, Mrs. Bleby, with her child, es- 
caped through the crowd, without her bonnet, and 
with one shoe, the villains having first bedaubed her 
and her child (about five months old) with tar!!! 
Mr. B. who was guarded by a party of colored and 
black young men, took shelter in a neighboring 
house. Mr. Miller, with a party of the 22d Regt. 
soon after arrived on the spot, to whom Mr. B, stated 
what had occurred, and claimed protection at their 
hands, Mr. B. was taken to the barracks for the 
night, and Mrs. Bleby was kindly sheltered by Mrs. 
Jackson, the lady of the Clerk of the Peace, who 
oflered her all requisite assistance. On Sunday the 
attack was to have been renewed, but it did not take 
place. Asa specimen of Falmouth justice, the young 
men who went to Mr. Bleby’s assistance, were disarm- 
ed, by authority, and are to be tried by a Court 

irtial for the crime of protecting @ missionary, his 
wife and harmless infant! ! ! 


In attempting to interpose between the ruffians |’ 


The following account of a ferocious and blood- 
thirsty attack made upon the Rev. Edward Baylis, a 
Baptist missionary, by an armed banditti, is front his 
own pen. 

On Friday evening, the 6th of April, as we were 
retiring to rest, a mob of white men, chiefly over- 
seers and book-keepers, armed with swords, muskets, 
bayonets, and pistols, rode up to our peaceful habi- 
tation at Mount Charles, howling, as they approached 
the house, like a company of savages. Afier they 
had entered the gate of the premises, they met with 
the watchman, a poor, faithful old negro, who was 
about to give an alarm. Though he had nothiiig 
wherewith to defend himself, they fell upon him and 
cut him very severely with their swords on his head 
and body, and stabbed him with a bayonet in his 
side. He now lies in a dangerous state, and fears are 
entertained of his death. 

** When these champions of the Colonial Chureh 
Union reached the dwelling house, they commenced 
their operations by breaking open the door, and firing 
their muskets into the house. They then proceeded 
to destroy the bed-room windows, forcing in the glass- 
| framed shutters with such violence, that the bed on 

which Mrs. Baylis and our little infant were repos- 
| ing was literally covered with the fragments. They 
|then discharged their muskets and pistols in each of 
| the bedroom windows, (but in much mercy our heaveii 
|ly Father prevented their murderous designs from 
| being accomplished,) while one of them put his arm 
| througih one of the windows, took a lighted candle 
from off the table, and endeavored with it to set fire 
to the bed-room : Mrs. Baylis prevented this by put- 
ting out the light, ere any of the furniture in the room 
had ignited. 
“‘ After this these murderous members of the 
Church-destroying Society demolished the windows 
in the house, swearing that the house should be de- 
stroyed that night, while some of them broke open 
the stores, calling aloud for fire to burn them, but in 
this they were defeated. 

“*T went unarmed to the door and remonstrated 
with them, when some appeared to be ashamed of 
their conduct, but others grew more violent. By this 
time an alarm was sounded in the neighborhood, 
when the wretches made a precipitate retreat. ‘Tho’ 
we are in a part of the country not thickly inhabited, 
soon more than 300 persons, colored and black, ran 
to our assistance ; and had not these midnight ma- 
rauders made off on their horses, the death they had 
intended for us would have doubtless been theirs. 

The colored and black population around us are 
now on the alert, and under their protection we feel 
ourselves comparatively safe, and are highly thankful 
to the Divine being who so mercifully preserved us, 
when exposed to imminent danger.” 





MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT 
AUXILIARY TO THE A, H. M. &. 
Extract from the Report. 


Ar the last meeting of the Society its Constitution 
was so amended that it became auxiliary to the A. H. 
M. S. on certain principles which had been agreed 
upon the year previous by the Executive Committee 
of that Society and the Directors. As some appear 





not to understand distinctly the effect of this union 





196 RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 





on the operations of the Society, it may not be amiss 
to state here, that the Missionaries for Connecticut 
are appointed by the Directors of the Auxiliary, and 
receive from them a commission, which is also signed 
by the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
Parent Society, and by the Corresponding Secretary 
of the same. The Directors of the Auxiliary fix the 
compensation of the Missionaries in this State, with 
the places where they are to officiate, and pay them 
from the Treasury of the Society. The Directors 
of the Auxiliary also nominate to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Parent Society, all the Missionaries 
which they think proper to support out of this State, 
and designate the general field of their labor. The 
appointments and commissions proceed from the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Parent Society, to whom 
the missionaries report as well as to the Directors of the 
Auxiliary. The missionaries are paid fiom the funds 
reserved in the Treasury of the Auxiliary for this 
purpose. This system secures unity of action, and 
while it strengthens both Societies it infringes on the 
rights and privileges of neither. That it has the sanc- 
tion of the churches is evident from the substantial 
proofs they have given of their approbation. 

The amount of receipts by this Society the present 
year, from the 14th of June 1831, to the 15th of June 
1832, is $5159 10 being 82266 20 more than the 
year previous. In addition to this $2191 91 were 
paid from this State directly into the Treasury of the 
A. H. M.S. The amount raised in this State within 
the year for Home Missions, if we include donations 
to the Missionary Society of Connecticut, is more 
than 89000. 

Perhaps no year since the existence of the Society, 
have its efforts been more signally blessed. The 
churches which we aid have shared, to no sma!! ex-- 
tent, in the reviving influences of the Spirit of God. 
To fifteen, from which only statements on this point 
have been received, the addition of members is 368 
—or an average of more than 24 to each church. 
The value of such accessions can scarcely be estima- 
ted by those accustomed to see hundreds gather 
round a single communion table. The number of 
hopeful conversions is considerably more. That most 
of these churches would be destitute of regular preach- 
ing, and that the word of God from the lips of the am- 
bassadors of Christ is the great instrument of conver- 
sion, the Directors need not stop to prove to the 
mémbers of this Society. We see then the results 
in part of our labors and cares the year past. Are 
they not an ample reward? Can any one of the 
many donors to our funds, call before his mind these 
hundreds of souls created anew in Christ Jesus, in 
consequense of the divine blessing on the operations 
of this Society, and still say that he is not more than 
compensated for what he has given ? Could we atthe 
opening of the year, piercing the veil which conceals 
the future, have presented to the friends of Home 
Missions such a reward as an incentive to action, 
where is the man in whose heart dwells the love of 
Christ and of souls, or even regard for the welfare 
of civil society, who would not have rushed forward to 
pledge his energetic co-operation ? 

Bible Classes, Sabbath Schools, Monthly Concerts, 
and the means adopted in other congregations to pro- 
mote the interests of religion, are found in most, if 
not all, these churches. ‘Temperance societies exist 


[Aue. 


it is supposed, in all but one of them, and this excep- 

tion and this exception is owing to peculiar causes. 
A Society it is thought will soon be formed. The 
number pledged to entire abstinence from ardent spir- 
its, has been reported from only nine of the congrega- 
The aggregate is 1237. 


tions. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
SIXTEENTH ANNIVERSARY. 
Address of Robert Denniston, Esq., of Orange County, 

N. Y., in support of the following Resolution : 

Resorven, That the Report, an abstract of which has becn 
read, be published and circulated under the direction of the Man- 
agers. 

Mr. Presipent~—There is a peculiar propriety in 
publishing and circulating the transactions of this In- 
stitution, 

The American Bible Society is purely voluntary in its 
character, and depends exclusively for its support upon 
the intelligence and affections of the American people. 
To convince that intelligence, and to elicit those affec- 
tions, the printing press ouglit to be put into active ope- 
ration. 

When a cause is conceded to be founded on truth 
and to aim at the highest interests of man, it would 
seem only needful that an American citizen should un- 
derstand it in order to give it the support of his whole 
ipfluence. ° 

I propose, Sir, to call your attention very briefly to 
a single consideration why an American citizen should 
give Lia support to the Am. Bible Society. 

It is, Sir, because of the silent but incaleulable con- 
trol of the Bible over public opinion, 

Public opinion in our country is emphatically the 
queen of all power. Trace the history of our govern- 
ment from its origin, and you behold the immediate 
and direct influence of publie opinion calling it into 
existence, and controlling all its transactions. 

The hills and the valleys, the cities aud the towns, 
every where send up their voice directly to the seat of 
power, and that voice is listened to and respected. 

In the most civilized nations of Europe public opin- 
ion is modified and restrained by moral causes, by the 
peculiarity of their institutions, or by physical force, 
but with us it exercises its rampant sway unmoved by 
the seducements of patronage, unawed by the denan- 
| ciations of power. None are so elevated as to be be- 
| yond its reach—none so hunible as to eseape its notice. 
It scrutinizes the conduct of individual life, as well as 

the transactions of al! our public institutions, 

Responsibility to public opinion bas perhaps more 
influence over our leading men then all other motives. 
The printing press obeys its impulse, and every man, 
and every institution which is brought before its notice, 
take the precise place assigned by its authorative de- 
cision, 

We have had specimens in the history of the world 
of the terror and outrage incident to corrupt public 
opinion. Even in our own country we have been ad- 
monished how necessary virtue and intelligence are to 
public safety. Occasionally the heart of a good man 
is pained by the outhreakings of disorderly men. The 
wise and the good are sometimes slighted and con- 
temned, while the foolish and the wicked are elevated 
and caressed. The best institutions of philanthropy 
are sometimes left without support, while those of 
very doubtful tendency are sustained in prosperity. 

While unhappy specimens of public opinion have 
excited’fearful forebodings, yet in the main the Chris- 
tian and the patriot have reason to rejoice in her peace- 
ful and salutary rule. 

In the course of our history the eruptions of corrupt 
opinion may have resembled the thunder and the light- 
ning, yet have only served to purify the moral atmos 
phere, and restore the light of truth and reason. 











Opie 
prog 
then 
0 
of p 
0) 
the 

shall 
feste 
how 
land, 
tem « 
place 
: 
destit 


fan- 


y in 
In- 


1 its 
pon 
ple. 
lec- 
ppe- 


ails 
ruld 
un- 
iole 


y to 
ruld 


on- 


the 
erii- 
inte 
into 


Vis, 
at of 


pun- 
the 
ree, 
iH by 
wun 
» be- 
tice. 
li as 


nore 
ives. 
nan, 
tice, 


» de- 


orld 
ublic 
» ad- 
re to 
man 
The 
con- 
ated 
ropy 
e Of 
re 
have 
hris- 
ace- 


rupt 
glit- 
nos- 


1832.) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 197 





The American citizen who loves his country and 
contemplates the gigantic influence of opinion withiu 
her borders, cannot but fecl the most tremulous anx- 
iety. That anxiety methinks will lead him to throw 
the whole weight of his moral influence into any ap- 
proved mode of rectifying public opinion, While the 
improvement of the head is provided for by the laws 
of the land, the improvement of the heart is left to 
the voluntary efforts of our people; and here is the 
field of action for our patriotism aud philantropy. 

Diffuse widely a delicate sense of duty—infuse into 
our people a high regard tor right and truth, aud order 











Eouty’s Department. 





—awaken a reference to eternity in all the transactions | : 
of time, and haw blessed would be the influence of | a =<; 


public opinion. Vice would wither aud die away like 
an exotic plant in av ungenial soil, aud virtue would 
bud and blossom, and bear fruit like trees of a well 
cultivated garden. The breath of public opinion would 
refresh and enliven all our institutions, and under its 
influence our country would march onward to unex- 
ampled greatuess. 

What moral agency, } would ask, bas ever been 
wielded so beneficially and powerfully over public opin- 
ion as the Bible ? 

Enforcing its precepts by considerations based upon 
another world, who can imeasure its influence over 
man, The mined is drawn out with admiration in con- 
templating the simplicity of the means in connexion 
with the wonderful wand mealceulable results, 

Place the Bible in the midst of any people, nation, 
or tongue, and secure its perusal, and customs, and 
manners, are changed, the prejudices of ages are re- 
moved, and long established institutions are demol- 
ished. 

This is nota matter of speculation, but of history. 
You cannot more distinctly trace on a map of Europe 
the diferent boundaries of different kingdoms, than 


you ean trace in her influence the history of the Buble. | 
Wherever that book is cirealated and read a spirit of | 


inquiry is awake, the cause of intelligence is making 
wogresa, and the rights of man are better understood, 
u those places where the Bible is not circulated and 
read, it may be doubted whether the cause of intelli- 
gence and of man be wot on the retrograde. Publie 
opinion is modified every where by the Bible, and the 
progress of intelligence, of order, and of goad govern- 
ment uniformly follow its civeulation, 


Our own vast and growing dominion is the creature | 


of public opinion, moulded aud dwected at ber will. 
Our political system places a necessary confidence in 
the virtues of public opinion. When those virtues 


reator in the days of thy youth.” 


} “« Remember 
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TO SABBATH SCHOOL CHILDREN, 


| ‘The following letter from the Rev. Mr. Brewer, at Smyrna, 


| addressed to Sabbath school children, was handed us by Mr. 
| Cross, who formerly edited the 8. 8. Herald. 
| 


My Dear Youno Frienps, 

I dare say you remember the chapter in the New Tes- 
| tament, where the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a “‘ house- 
| holder which went out early in the morning to hire laborers in- 
|to his vineyard.” Now you must know that after a vineyard 

is planted and hedged about, there is much labor to be perfor- 
|med every year. Once it is to be dug up, and twice or three 
times it is to be praned, first of the dry stalks, (which on pass- 
ing a field to-day, I observe is already begun,) and afterwards 
of the too luxuriant foliage. It is also the case, that at the pro- 
per season, there is an urgent need of laborers in this work.— 
| You will not wonder therefore, that the householdcr, after en- 
| gaging some at an early hour, again “ went out about the third 
hour,” (that is to say nine o'clock in our mode of reckoning,) 
and aiso about the sixth and ninth and eleventh hours. 
I have introduced this subject, as affording a humble illus. 
| tration of scripture, which is daily brought to my mind as I 
pass the public places. Whatever be the hour, numbers of 
laborers, and particularly Jews, may be seen sitting idle, and if 
one were to ask the reason. why, the answer would doubtless 
| be, “‘ because no man hath hired us.” A street in Smyrna, to 
| whieh they are in the habit of resorting, is called “ergat,” or 
| laborer’s street. 
In my excursion to-day, I have also seen several almond 
trees in blossom. This tree strongly resembles the peach, and 
when its flowers begin to fade, from their whiteness may well 


| be considered an emblem of gray hairs. The poet, who had 


shall fuil, when such disorder as is sometimes mani- | been accustomed to its sight, might very naturally, in depicting 
fested in a village or a town may become general, | the period of old age, say “the almond tree shall flourish,” 


how soon woul! self government leave this happy 
land, a government of force be substituted for a sys- 


tem of law, and the bayonet and the sword toke the | 


place of truth and reason. 
side, the opinion of America may be directing the 
destinies of mankind. The nations of the old world 
W simply looking upon us are moved and agitated.— 
ith the reign of truth and reason in our country may 
be identified the best interests of man. 

If these considerations, feebly glanced at, can have 
any force, and the more they are examined the more 
powerful {they will be, do they not appeal to an 
American citizen with peculiar eloquence in behalf of 
the circulation of the Bible? Its beneficial agency is 
proved by its history ; and if the neglect of moral im- 
provement he exposing our country and her institutions 
to a tremendous reaction ; if the means of doing good 
are to be the standard of our benevolence, and if for 
the use of the talents committed to our care, we are 
responsible both to the laws of our civil existence and 
to God, the circulation of the Bible is the imperious 


| much in the way that we speak of the hoary head as blossoming 
| for the grave. - 
I might multiply examples of this kind, drawn from the 
| shepherd and his flock; the vine and the fig tree; the olive 
yard and threshing floor More gladly would I, however, 
speak of the fulfilment of promises which are couched under 
such delightful figures as “‘ The wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 
| and the young lion and the fatling together.” Would you like, 
| my dear young friends, to aid in the accomplishment of these 
promises? I will tell you how you may. 

Open your New Testaments and see to whom the Epistles 
were written. In the book of Revelations you will find seven 
short letters written unto Ephesus, and Smyrna, and Perga- 
mos, and Thyatira, and Sardis, and Philadelphia, and Laodi- 
cea. There are also longer epistles to Colosse, and Galatia, 
and to strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Cappadocia, 
Asia and Bithynia. Now all these places are in the country 
which is called Asia Minor, where we are living, and where 





and promineut duty of every American citizen. 


we have several hundred children learning to read the Bible. 





198 RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


{Ave. 





It will not cost more than two or three dollars a year, and 
sometimes scarcely half that, to teach one of these children. — 
Can you not each of you, or two or three together, provide for 
the instruction of ove such child? It may be in Smyrna, or 
in Patmos, or Pergamos, and soon, I trust, in any of the pla- 
ces which I have mentioned. It would be easy for the Sab- 
bath school children in Connecticut only, to thus educate near- 
ly all the youth who live where these earliest Christian chur- 
ches existed. Some of you have already contributed enough 
to teach many who are daily learning the word of God. Will 
you not pray for them yourselves, and ask others to pray for 
them also, so that they may be made “ wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus?” We hope that there 
may be among them some like Timothy, and Titus, and Silas, 
and Apollos, who may be sent to Antioch, and Iconium, and 
Derbe, and Lystra, and Crete, and Cyprus, to teach others al- 
so the Holy Scriptures. 


Your affectionate friend, 
JOSIAH BREWER. 


A YOUNG MISSIONARY. 

A lad in the town of Napoli, N. Y., only six years old, has 
sent us $1, with a request that Mr. Whiting would see that it 
is laid out in Testaments, to be sent to the Greek boys and girls. 
The money was given him by his parents, as a reward for 
practicing self-denial. On a late occasion, a number of his 
companions were going to a scene of amusement to gratify 
their curiosity, to which his mother wished him not to go. She 
told him if he would stay at home, she would tell him about 
the poor Greek boys and girls. He said if she would let him 
give his dollar to send some Testaments to them, he would stay 
with pleasure. 

We wish our young readers would look at this example, and 


On the nature of the evidence derived from the fath- 
ers in favor of the Christian Sabbath, L invite your at- 
tention to one other preliminary remark, which is this, 
The Lord’s day being a divine appointment, and being 
followed by the blessing of God where it is observed, 
and the curse of God where it is violated, we should 
expect to find, that in those ages of the church when 
religion was in a languishing state, the Sabbath came 
to be disregarded; and that this<disregard of the'di- 
vine institution was partly an effect and partly a cause 
of the low state of religion; and furthermore, that 
more was said, and written, and done, to vindicate the 
claims of the Lord’s day than there was when the 
church was more prosperous. We might infer asmuch 
as this from what we have witnessed in our own his- 
tory. Inthe first and golden days of the New Eng- 
land church, the Sabbath was universally observed. 
There was no occasion for efforts to resene it from 
profanation. Hetce the reason why it is seldom men- 
tioned. But as soon asthe habits of the people be- 
came changed, and God’s holy institution was in dan- 
ger of being trodden urder foot, it called forth general 
interest, and led to genera! discussion, No moral sub- 
ject before the nation has of late been more prominent 
than this. Christians have cheerfully embarked in its 
| cause, from the grave senator on the floor of congresy, 
|} down to the humble disciple of Jesus. An effort, great 
and simultaneous, is now in operation; thousands are 
willing to make sacrifices, and determined to persevere 
in their exertions to save the cause of religion from ru- 
in, by sustaining the chief pillar in her sacred temple. 
Tt will be impossible for the future church historians to 
write the history of these times without taking exten- 
ded notice of the Sabbath discussion. We should nat- 
uvrally expect, therefore, that there would be extended 
discussions on the Sabbath, in those ages of the chureh 
| When efforts were needed to rescue it from profanation, 





begin in early life to do good. ‘This single dollar will buy half) ynjess the cause of true religion was so very deplora- 


a dozen Testaments, which may be sent to as many children, 
who, nor their parents, ever saw a Bible or Testament before. 
How much more pleasure will this little boy take, when he re- 
fects upon this act, than he could have taken in spending his 
dollar for sugar plumbs and candy, or fruit to make him sick. 
With how much satisfaction will he reflect upon it when he 


comes to die. And how much joy would it give him, if he | 


should meet in heaven some Greek youth, who should say to 
him, I was once living in sin, without any knowledge of God, 
or the Saviour, when a missionary gave me a copy of the New 


Testament which you sent me. It toldme I wasasinner. It 


told me of God, of heaven, of hell, and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ who died to redeem my soul; and now I will praise him 
for ever, 


THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 
, LETTER FROM MY FATHER. 

My Dear Son,—The ancient fathers hold the follow- 
ing language in regard to the Christian Sabbath. Ig- 
natius, a companion of the apostles, says, “ Let us no 
more keep the Jewish Sabbath, but let us keep the 
Lord’s day, on which the Lord arose.” 

Justin Martyr, at the close of the first century, says, 
On the day called Sunday is an assenibly of all who 
live in the city and country, and the memoirs of the 
apostles and the writings of the prophets are read.” 

Irenaeus was a disciple of Polycarp, and Polycarp 
was a disciple of John himself. This Irenaeus says, 
* On the Lord’s day every one of us Christians keeps 
the Sabbath, meditating on the law, and rejoicing in 
the works of God.” 

Quotations might be multiplied, but these are suffi- 
cient to convince you that the Babbath was in general 
observed by the Christians who lived immediately af- 
ter the apostles. They must convince you also, that 
apostolic usage and sanction must bave been the rea- 
eon of this observance, 


| ble that all its professed votaries had naetually bowed 
the knee to the Baal of impiety. Church history as- 
|sures us that this is the faer. 

We have seen already, that in the ages inmesiately 
| following the apostles, when the Christians held the 
'trath in its purity, the Lerd’s day was universally re- 
| vered, and for this very reason noticed by ecclesiasti- 
cal writers only in a cursory way. Dr. Mosheim, who 
in writing these times, devotes searcely ten sentences 
to the Sabbath, yet remarks in unequivocal terms, that 
“all Christians were unanimous in setting apart the 
first day of the week, in which the triumphant Saviour 
arose from the dead, for the solemn celebration of 
public worship.” 

Bat how wasit in the fourth and fifth centuries? It 
was then atime of miserable declension in religion 
‘and morals. The vices of the clergy were become 
notorious, and darkness rested on the church, vital god- 
liness was reduced to the lowest ebb, and those super- 
stitions and corruptions were fast entering, which af- 
i terwards disfigured and polluted the church of Rome. 
| The ecclesiastical historian already quoted, speaking ot 
| the lives and morals of the christians of the fourth 
century, remarks, that “the number of immoral and 
| unworthy Christians began so to increase, that the ex- 
amples of real piety and virtue became extremely rare. 
When the most of the bishops exhibited to their flocks 
the contagious example of arrogance, luxury, effemi- 
nacy, animosity and strife, with other vices too numer- 
| ous to mention; when the inferior rulers and doctors 
of the church fell into a slothful and opprobricus neg- 
ligence of the duties of their respective stations, and 
employed in vain janglings and disputes that zeal and 
attention that were due to the culture of piety and the 
instruction of their people; and when to complete the 
enormity of this horrid detail, multitudes were drawn 
into the profession of Christianity, not by the power 
of conviction and arguinent, but by the pros of 
gain and fear of punishment: then it was the 








in de 
we n 
conte 
and 1 
chose 
leet o 
think 

Th 
day vy 
points 
pecial 
With | 
also a 
nectec 
neglec 
sued t 


1832.] RELIGIOUS IN 


199 


TELLIGENCER. 





church was contaminated with profligate Christians, 
end that the virtuous few were in a manner oppressed 
and overwhelmed with the superior numbers of the 
wicked and licentious.” Very similar is the picture 
which the same writer draws of the state of religion 
in the fifth century. 

Now, when the entire church, with littl exception, 
was thus sunk in” error, superstition and vice, what 
would you expect to find their halts to be, in respect to 
the Sabbath? Woull not you be surprised to find it 
was then generally reverenced as the “holy of the 
Lord, and henorable 2? Would you not rather expect 
to find that it had fallen into great neglect and abuse ? 
and would you not expect to find, that the few who 
loved the Lord iu sincerity would remonstrate against 
this abuse, and that their remonstrance would be left 
on record? Would you not expect to meet with the 
evidence of anuch discussion, much deliberation, and 
many resolves of ecclesiastical bodies, and acts of con- 
etituted religious authorities, which had not been swept 
into the general defection? Such my son, is actually 
the case. 

A wretched forgery, stile] the apostolic constilulions: 
directing the observance of the Jewish Srbbath as a re- 
ligious festival, having obtaine.! so great circulation as 
to infect all the churches but Rome and Alexandria ; 
and the lax and erroneons views which came upon all 
points of theology, provailed also in regard to the 
Lord’s day, we find the emperor Constantine the Great 
enacting a law to enfurce its better observance. We 
find likewise a council held at Laodicea, which pro- 
claimed that Christians should no longer Judaise, but 
keep the Lord’s day as atime of religious rest and 
public worship. 

A little later than the middle of the fifth century, we 
find Leo expressing the seutiments of the pious rem- 
nant of the church, in terms which clearly indicate 
that the Sabbath was greatly neglected, inthe common 
neglect of religion; and that efforts in writing and action 
were necessary to secure its better observance. The 
following is the language employed ;—* We ordain, 
according to the true nienning of the Holy Ghost, and 
of the apostles thereby directed, that on the sacred 
day whereon our own integrity was restored, all do rest 
and cease from labor; that uecither husbandman, nor 
others on that day, put their hand to forbidden work, 
For if the Jews did so moch reverence the Sabbath, 
which was but a shadow of ours, are not we, who live 
in the fight of trath and grace, bound to honor that day 
which the Lord himself bath bouered, and hath there- 
in delivered us from dishonor and from death 2? Are 
we not bound to keep it singulor and inviolable, well 
contenting ourselves wit! so liberal a grant of the rest, 
and not encroaching upeu that one which God hath 
chosen to his own honor? Were it not reckless neg- 
leet of religion to make that very day common, and to 
think we may do with it as with all the rest?” 

This testimony is decisive to the fact, that the Lord's 
day was considered by the primitive church to be ap- 
pointed by the divine authority of the apostles, the es- 
pecial delegates and ambassadors of Christ, armed 
with his commission, and inspired with his spirit. It 
also assures us, that the low estate of religion was con- 
nected with the neglect of the Lord’s day ; that this 
neglect was deplored by the pious; that discussion en- 
sued upon it; and that it finally became the occasion 
of public deliberate acts, on the part of ecelesiastical 
bodies, and on the part of civil rulers favorable to the 
cause of religion. Had they lived under forms of gov- 
ernment similar tc ours, we might have expected to 
find them petitioning Congress,‘ as we actually do find 
them appealing, like the Christians of our day, to all 
the churches, to come up to the work of rescuing the 
Sabbath from neglect. Your affectionate father. 
S. Journal, 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 

“ Or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and behold he drink- 
eth; but he awaketh, and behold he is faint, and his soul hath 
appetite.” —Isaiah xxix. 8. 

This simile of the prophet is drawn from nature, 
and the following extract from Park’s Travels in Af- 
rica describes the actual occurrence of a similar cir- 
cumstance. 

“The scarcity of water (says the traveler) was 
greater here at Bubaker than at Benoun. Day 
and night the wells were crowded with cattle, lowing 
and fighting with each other to come at the trough. 
Excessive thirst made some of them furious; others, 
being too weak to contend for the water, endeavored 
to quench their thirst by devouring the black mud 
from the gutters near the wells; which they did with 
great avidity, though it commonly was fatal to them. 
This great scarcity of water was felt by the people 
of the camp, and by none more than by myself.— 
I begged water from the negro slaves who atten- 
ded the camp, but with very indifferent success ; 
for, though I let no opportunity slip, and was very 
urgent in my solicitations both to the Moors and to 
the negroes, I was but ill supplied, and frequently 
passed the night in the situation of Tantalus. No 
sooner had I shut my eyes, than fancy would convey 
me to the streams and rivers of my native land :— 
there, as I wandered along the verdant bank, I sur- 
veyed the clear stream with transport, and hastened 
to swallow the delightful draught ; but, alas! disap- 
pointment awakened me, and I found myself a lonely 
captive, perishing of thirst amidst the wilds of Af- 


rica,” 


REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCE. 


Two or three weeks since, ona Saturday evening, three 
jovial young men of this city, who were of rather intemperate 
habits, met at their accustomed haunt, a tavern in Broadway. 
In the course of their conversation, says one of them to meres 
er, calling him familiarly by his given name,— if I die of the 
Cholera, wo’nt you see me decently laid ont and buried t”— 
The one addressed answered in the affirmative, and in his iurn 
made a similar request of the third, which was acceded to— 
while the third asked the same favor for himself should he die 
before them. ‘This was all done jocularly and in apparent high 
spirits. ‘That same night the first one was taken with cholera, 
and on Sunday he needed the offices performed to his dead 
body which he had engaged. ‘The second was taken sick soon 
after he had baried his friend, and on Monday the third one was 
called to fulfil his promise—and before Wednesday the third 
one himself was in his grave. These are facts well authenti- 
cated, and names would be given were it not for wounding 
the feelings of friends. One of the persons, at least, had been 
im a station of usefulness and trust previous to his irregular 
habits. 


_ On Friday week a laboring man in the Eighth Ward of this 
city, who had been long in the habit of drinking freely of ar- 
dent spirits, was cautioned as to the danger of such a practice 
especially at this peculiar time. He replied in substance that 
he was not afraid of the Cholera—that he always had drank 
with impunity—and finally declared with an oath that he would 
drink until he died. That very night he was seized with the 
Cholera, and the next morning he was a corpse. “ God is not 
mocked ; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

[ Youth's Companion, N. Y. 


Evi. Sreaxinc Resvuxep.—When any one was 
speaking ill of another in the presence of Peter the 
Great, he first listened to him attentively, and then 
interrupted him: “Is there not,” said he, “a fair 
side also to the character of the person of whom you 
are speaking? Come, tell me what good qualities 
you have remarked about him.” 
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COMMENCEMENT IN YALE COLLEGE. 

The public were disappointed on Tuesday, in their expecta- 
tions of hearing an Oration, which had been announced, from 
the Hon. Epwarp Everett, before the Phi Beta Kappa Soci- 
ty.—Mr. Everett having jnst returned from Congress, had, like 
many others, forgotten the alteration of the time of Commence- 
ment, and had only time to send an apology, expressing his ex- 
treme regret for the failure. He has been again appointed as 
the Orator for the next year.—Alanson Hamlin, Esq. delivered 
a Poem, that was received with approbation. 





= = 


WepDvespbay. 
The following was the Order of the Exercises. 
FORENOON. 

1. Sacred Music. 

2. Prayer by the President. 

3. Salutatory Oration, by Erastus Colton, Hartford, Conn. 

4. Dissertation, “ on the character of Napolean Bonaparte,” 
by Joseph Longworth, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

5. Dissertation, “‘ on the prevailing desire of men to take the 
exact measure of their intellectual capacities,” by William 
Wurts, Louisville, Ky. 

6. Oration, “on the spirit of trae philosophy,” by Seth C. 
Brace, Wethersfield, Conn. 

7. Oration, “on the influence of great scenes and objects on 
the formation of character,” by William Tenney, Wethersfield 
Conn. 

8. Dissertation, “ on the true principles of the right of resist- 
ance,” by Frederick S. Ernst, Pottsville, Pa. 

“©. Colloquy, “on the march of mind,” by Charles Tracy, 
Utica, N. ¥., William Tenney, Wethersfield, Conn., and Jo- 
sep Longworth, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

10. Oratjon “on a blind admiration of original genius,” by 
John J. A. Ebbets, New York. 

11. Oration, “on the probable results of the late revolt in 
Poland,” by Augustus T. Norton, Cornwall, Conn. 

12. Dissertation, “ on the language of signs,”” by Samuel R. 
Brown, Monson, Mass. 

" 43. Dissertation, “on the character of Daniel Boon,” by 
(Cassius M. Clay, Madison Co. Ky. 

14. Oration, ‘‘on the union of accomplishments to solid lite- 
rature, by Charles Tracy, t tica, N. Y. 

15. Dialogue, “ on the foundation.of our ideas of beauty,” by 
John J. Evarts, Boston, Mass. and Willian Henry Noble, Eliz- 
abethtown, N. J. 

16. Sacred Music, 

~ AFTERNOON, 

1. Sacred Music. 

2. Oration, “ on the influence of the spirit of christianity up. 
on the discovery of truth,” by Edward E. Salisbury, Boston, 
Mass. 

3. Oration “on the results to be expected from the prevalent 
discussions of the present day,” by John J. Evarts, Boston, 
Mass. 

A. Oration, “on the influence of more abstruse inquiries of 
physical science upon the welfare and improvement of our 
raee,” by Henry L. Hitchcock, Burton, Ohio. 

5. Poem, “ Egypt,” by George Kingsley, New Haven, Conn. 

6. Oration, ‘ on the sentiments proper to be entertained at 
the close of a collegiate life,” with the valedictory address, by 
John O, Colton, Elba, N. Y. 

7. Degrees Conferred. 

8. Prayer by the President. 

9. Sacred Music. 





The degree of A. B. was conferred on 52 young gentlemen, * 
viz :—William Warner Backus, Samuel George Baker, Joha 
Bowers, Seth C. Brace, Samuel Robins Brown, James Madi- 
son Bunker, Allen T. Caperton, James H. Currath, Cassius 
Marcellus Clay, Edward Cleveland, Erastus Colton, John O- 
wen Colton, Henry Alfred DeForest, Amasa Dewey, Charles 
Dickson, Edward O. Dunning, Jolin Jacob Astor Ebbets, Hen- 
ry Eddy, George Willi. Edwards, Frederick Steinham Ernst, 
John Jay Evarts, Benjamin F. Farley, Richard S. Fellows, 
William Cullen Foote, James Edwards Frisby, Alfred Hebard, 
Henry Lawrence Hitchcock, Joshua Huntington, Elihu Par- 
sons Ingersoll, Martin Kellogg, George Kingsléy, Joseph 
Longworth, Ephraim Lyman, Abner Neal, William Henry 
Noble, Augustus Theodore Norton, Isaac William Plummer, 
William Power, Charles Theron Prentice, Edward Elbridge 
Salisbury, Walter Wells Seymour, John Derby Stone, Elea- 
zer Pomeroy Talcott, William Tenney, Charles Tracy, John 
Spencer Wallis, Isaac Welton Warner, James Lockwood 
Wright, Edward Warts. 

The degree of A. M. was also conferred on twenty alum. 
ni of the institution. 


* About one halfof the origina] number of this class took their 
degree in the time of the rebellion two years ago, for having 
— te take the government of college into their own 
iands, 


CHOLERA IN NEW-YORK. 


Its progress and decline may be seen by the following bill of 
interments. 
Burials. 
19) 
510 
887 
879 
580 
467 
446 
33 
68 
54 


4120 


Cholera malignant 
Week ending , en he 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


July 7 
do 14 
do. 21 
do. 28 
Ang. 4 
do. do. 11 
do. do. 18 
Day ending ® o'vlk do. 19 
do. do. 20 
do. do. #1 


Total since July ist, 


CHOLERA IN PHILADELPHIA. 


Cases. Deaths. 


A laboring man of very correct habits, bought 4 we- 
termelons a few days since, on account of their unusual 
cheapness, and ate two of them. As might have been 
expected, he was attacked by the Cholera and died.— 
Journal of Commerce. 
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WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

* The city of Washington, in their precautionary measures to 
keep out the pestilence, have begun at the fountain of pollution 
to purify the city. The removal of all other nuisances is of no 
avail. We hope this example of our Capitol, will be followed 
throughout the union. 


The Board being fully impressed with the belief that 
the use of ardent spirits is highly prejudicial to health and 
the corporate authorities having decided that this body 
possess full power to prohibit and remove all nuisances, 
and the late Attorney General, Mr. Wirt, having offi- 
cially given it as his opinion that the Board of Health 
have, under the charter and the acts of the city coun- 
cils, sufficient authority to do any and every thing which 
the health of the city may require—theretore resolved, 
That the vending of ardent spirits, in whatever quan- 
tity, is considered a nuisance—and, as such, is hereby 
directed to be discontinued for the space of ninety days 
from this date. 

By order of the Board of Health : 
JAMES EARND, Sec’y. 


SUMMARY STATISTICAL REPORT, 


Of the Presbyterian Church of the Uniled Slates of 
America, for June, 1832. 


This Church of Christ, under one General Assem- 
bly of Bishops and Ruling Elders, which with the del- 
egates from corresponding bodies, in May last, consist- 
ed of 322 persons, comprehends, according to the re- 
torns made, TWENTY-ONE SYNODS—ONE HUNDRED AND 
veEN PrespyTeriFs,—2381 congregations—1730 @r- 
dained bishops—205 licentiates—imaking 1935 preach- 
ers of the Gospel ; 220 candidates for the ministry ; 
and 217,348 communicants. Of these communicants, 
34,160 were added, during the last year, on examina- 
tion and the profession of their faith, and 6,886 by cer- 
tificate—making a total of 41,046 additions. In the 
same period, the baptisms returned, amount to 24,246 ; 
of which 9,660 were of adults, 13,246 of infants, and 
1,806 not distinguished, the totals of baytisms only 
having been returned by some churches and! Presby- 
teries. ‘The annual cojlection of moneys for charitable 
purposes reported, amount to 860,231 70 for domestic 
and foreign missions—$4,954 11 for defraying the trav- 
eling expenses of commissioners to the last Assembly, 
whose actual mileage in going to and returning from 
that meeting exceeded 170,000 miles—$12,132 81 for 
different Theological Seminaries—$50.932 94 for the 
purposes of charitable religious education, especially 
of pious, indigent young persons in schools, colleges, 
and seminaries ; and $567 83 for the contingent expen- 
ses of the General Assembly. The total of these 
funds reported as having been thus contributed is $137,- 
819 39. 

Our increase during the past year has been in Sy- 
nods 1; in Presbyteries 6; in particular churches, or 
duly organized congregations 128 ; in ordained bishops 
146; in candidates for the ministry 5; in the number 
of communicants added oa examination above those 
of last year 18,803; in communicants added by certifi- 
cate 1,889; in-adults baptized 5,260; in infants bapti- 
zed 1.048; in the total of baptivms 8.115; and in the 
total of charitable contributions $36,017 23. There 
has been a decrease in the number of our licentiates since 
June, 1831, of 11 persons. 

After making allowance for deaths, dismissions, sus- 
pensions, and other removals, the actual increase in 
the communicants of the Presbyterian Church during 
the year, has amounted to 35,331 persons; which 
shows our net gain in numbers to have exceeded that 
of 1831 by 26,643 communicants. Our actual increase 
of ordained and licensed preachers of the word, has 
been 135. RA STILES ELY, 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. 








RECOMMENDATION 
OF A GENERAL FAST TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Corumpos, August 1, 1832. 
To the Ministers and Congregations of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. States of America. 

Dearty Betoveo Baetanen,—When the judg- 
mneuts of God are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world should learn righteousness ; they should confess 
and forsake their sins; they should humble themselves 
before him, and with earnest supplications implore his 
mercy. ‘The Church, especially, should be employed in 
fervent, united prayer at the mercy seat; that the Lord 
may hear them and turn away his wrath. 

It Las pleased the great Sovereign of the universe to 
afflict our prosperous and happy country with that de- 
Stroying disease, the Cholera, which has extended its 
ravages over a large portion of the earth. Hundreds 
of our fellow citizens have been hurried into eternity, 
and we have reason to believe that thousands will 
speedily be arrested and cut off by this destroying 
scourge. It becomes us to consider our ways, and 
seek the Divine interposition for our deliverance. 

Claiming no power to make an appointment as by 
authority, yet, acting in fall view of a solemn respon- 
sibility, andin conformity with the wishes of many of 
my brethren; I recommend to all the ministers and 
congregations of the Presbyterian Church, that they 
observe the Second Thursday in September next, as a 
season of fasting, deep humiliation, and united fervent 
supplications, in order to avert from us the alarming 
judgment with which we are threatened, 

On that day, let us all come before the Lord with 
sincere and humble confession of the sins of which we 
have been guilty, as individuals, as a Church, and as a 
nation. 

Let the ministers of the sanctuary show to the peo- 
ple their transgressions, and expound to them the judg- 
ments of the Almighty, and exhort tu repentance and 
preparation to meet their God. 

Let us all refrain on that day from amusement and 
servile labors, and join in prayer to God that he would 
save our land from the impending danger, and that be 
would sanctify this afflictive and alarming dispensation 
to our church, and to the whole nation, through the 
merits and mediation of his Son Jesus Christ our Re- 
deemer and prevalent Intercessor. 

I humbly and. cordially invite all Christians of every 
denomination, and especially those churches which 
hold fraternal correspondence with the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, and finally, all our 
fellow citizens, as they may think proper, to unite with 
us in this solemn and affecting service ; forgetting all 
our differences, and remembering that we are fellow- 
sinners, and suppliants at the same throne of grace 


through one Mediator. 
JAMES HOGE, 
Moderator of the Gen. Assembly for 1832. 
By request of the Moderator, and with full concur- 
rence, Ezra Stites Exy, 
Stated Clerk. 


Waenre are tary ?—Sunday before last, a gentle- 
man called in to visit a Sabbath School, and took no- 
tice, among others, of two little girls, sisters, belongin 
to the same class. Last Sunday he visited the Schoo 
again, and perceived they were missing. On inquirin 
the cause, he was told by the teacher, “ They are both 
dead, of Cholera, and their futher also.”—Jour. Com. 

A circumstance was yesterday reported to the Board 
of Health which goes a great way to explain the in- 
crease in the number of new cases of the Cholera be- 
tween 12 o’clock on Sunday and the same hour on Mon- 
day. Of 30 patients admitted into Hospitals during 
that period, 27 were marked in the lists as intemper- 
ate.—. 
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From the New York Evangelist. 
PRAYER MEETINGS.—No. I. 
Common faulls in the management of prayer meetings. 


Mr. Editor—When duly managed, prayer meetings 
are among the most powerful means of originating aud 
onoes revivals. But those, who have had the 
charge of conducting them, have generally found it 
exceedingly difficult, especially in seasons of revival, 
to give them all that efficiency which they are design- 
ed to exert. Wrong modes of conducting them have 
been extensively sanctioned. Habits, peculiarly un- 
happy in their influence, have become inveterate thro’ 
long practice and the traditions of the fathers. In hope 
some good may be accomplished, by correcting exist- 
ing evils, and pointing out a more excellent way, a few 
numbers on this subject are offered to the publie thro’ 
the medium of your paper. Among existing evils 
which are prevalent, a few will be mentioned in this 
number. 

1. The prayers and exhortations are often maie ex- 
clusively by a few leading members of the church. 

In many places, the pastors or other persons having 
the charge of prayer meetings, are in ihe habit of call- 
ing invariably on the deacons, elders, or other leading 
members of the church, to offer the prayers and give 
the exhortations, ‘They seem to have in their minds a 
catalogue made out according to seniority. Andas the 
elder members are first called on at every meeting, and 
their services generally long, the consequence is that 
the church ere favored with the services of only a few 
of the brethren, and these few at each successive mect- 
ing. The evils of this course are many. It creates 
au aristocracy in the church. The few individuals, 
thus called to be active, are soon considered as con- 
stituting the gified members of the churches, and un- 
due weight is attached to their opinions. There is 
danger that these favorites will think move highly of 
themselves than they ought to think, and undervalue 
their more humble, and perhaps more pious and more 
gifted brethren, who are never brought into service, 
Often their services soon become characterized by for- 
mality and coldness, aud are uninteresting and unprofi- 
table both to the church and to the inmpenitent. The 
neglected brethren are in danger of feeling dissatisfac- 
tion both towards them and the leader of the meeting, 
and of cherishing such feelings as shall prevent them 
from uniting, with faith and carnestness, in the pray- 
ers which are offered, and from deriving enjoyment 
and profit from the instructions which are given.— 
These, however, are among the most limited evils re- 
sulting from this course. ‘There are sorer evils aban 
these. The church are deprived of the gifts of the 
great body of the brethren—ofien of those, too, who 
are more gifted than any who are called into service. 
The impression is made that these brethren are not 
qualified to speak or pray to edification! The greater 
part of the brethren never have the opportunity of im- 
proving their talents, and preparing themselves for 
extensive usefulness in Christ’s service ; consequently 
their gifts are nearly lost to the church and the world. 
The church are thus taught that every thing is to be 
done by representatives, and thus they lose sight of 
their responsibilities as individuals, and consequently 
neither attempt nor accomplish much in the enterpri- 
ses of Christian benevolence. And the greatest of these 
evils is, that in this way the church can never be so 
trained as to go forward with zeal, ani enterprise, and 
efficiency, and perseverance, in their efforts to bring 
sinners to repentance, and to convert the world. 

The prayers offered are too long. 

In every prayer meeting there should be some lead- 
ing object. Inthe monthly concert of prayer for the 
spread of christianity, the concert for Sabbath schools, 
and also for seamen, distinct objects are presented ; 
and if the occasion itself does not suggest some par- 


ticular subject for prayer and remark, then the leader 
of the meeting should suggest one or more, as his 
judgment shall direct. This obvious rule is most as- 
tonishingly violated. Some old professors, who ought 
to have learned bow to pray, bring their family prayer 
and repeat it ata monthly concert, or a meeting ap- 
pointed for the express purpose of praying for con- 
victed sinners. In meetings where the prayers should 
be confined principally to one subject, and should not 
generally occupy more than five minutes, some, whe 
are considered gifted in prayer, will pray twenty or 
thirty -minutes, about every thing they can think of; 
thus the attention and feelings are divided among so 
many objects, that they become enlisted for vone. The 
spirit of devotion ir prevented or destroyed, and every 
one but the speaker is fatigued and dissatisfied, and 
wishes that the prayers were through. Such long 
prayers bring prayer meetings into disrepute. They 
break up a prayer meeting. One after another finds 
that he is wearied but not profited, and therefore re- 
tires from the meeting, till it dies in the bands of those 
who are so abundant in their long prayers. Such 
prayers destroy the energy and fuith, the efficiency of 
prayer. There is evidently very litude faith in those 
who offer them, and their expected tediousness pre- 
vent the exercise of deep feeling and lively faith in 
others. Such prayers are therefore directly caleula- 
ted, in their influence, to destroy revivals if commen- 
ced, and to preveit them in times of stupidity. 

3. Too much time is often spent in singing and re- 
murks, 

Sometimes the energy of a prayer meeting is broken 
down by having along address—-perhaps about any 
ting and every thing—at the time Christians feel that 
they wisli to be engaged in fervent prayer. Such ad- 
dresses sometimes occupy two thirds or three fourths 
of the time allotted for a prayer meeting, anid the sing- 
ing also largely deducts from the little remainder.— 
Here are two evils. Those who come to pray are so 
prevented by having their attention diverted by these 
long remarks, that they have very little time to pray ; 
and they are so wearied and disquieted by the inap- 
propriate, desultory and pithless observations, that they 
are quite unfit to offer that prayer which prevails w itl 
God. 

4. Those who lead in prayer are cold and lifeless. 

They make no preparation of heart for the meeting. 
They hurry to the place of prayer from their daily av- 
ecations, aml carry the world in their bosoms. If they 
arrive before the commencement of the exercises, they 
will perhaps be talking on worldly themes, till the 
voice of their pastor, opening the meeting, breaks in 
jupon the conyersation. With hearts so full of the 
| world, how can they pray? They have no burden of 
| prayer-on their souls—no definite subject for whieli to 
plead. They run into the presence of the King of 
kings without any tidings to bear, and ofien they speud 
fifteen or twenty minutes in trying to make out an er- 
rand to the merey seat; and instead of prayer, they 
offer only a miserable apology for their hasty appear- 
ance before God. Such meetings will either be neg- 
lected by Christians and impenitent sinners; or, if at- 
tended, they will be worse than unprofitable to both. 

5. Those who pray in public often pray too much 
about themselves. 

Especially when their hearts are cold—when they 
have not prepared their hearts to seek the Lord—they 
feel convicted and reproved, and employ most of their 
prayer in confessing sins for which they drop no tear 
of penitence, and in praying for spirituality which they 
do not desire, yea, which they are truly unwilling to 
possess. Cold and heartless confessions in prayer .or 
exhortation, are calculated to produce one of two un- 
happy effects. Those who hear such confessions will 
either perceive the hypocrisy, and feel that God is so 
mocked that they cannot join in such prayers, or fel- 








lowship with such exhortations, and so will be unpro- 
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fited ; or they will fall victims to the moral contagion, 
and will soon learn to silence an awakened conscience 
by confessing sins which they do not mean to forsake, 
and praying for spiritual graces which they are unwil- 
ling 10 exercise. Such exhortations and prayers are 


cousidered very gifted and orthcdox by churches that! 


arein a backslidden state. To such they are peculiarly 

comforting and refreshing! To the impenitent they 

are a syren song’as they glile down the gulf stream of 
rdition ! 

In these cold and heartless confessions, and insin- 
cere petitions, that time is spent which should be em- 
ployed in fervent prayer for the conversion of sinners. 
And some professors, who have more sincerity, waste 


{of the community, and even from the highways and 
| hedges, the profane scofler, the infidel, the Univer- 
salist, and the profligate, in instances not a few, have 
been compelled to come in. 

And it is grateful to learn that in Yale College, 
| nearly one hundred of the subjects of an une led 
| revival in that important Institution have seman 
| to the professed followers of Christ. In this way has 
| it pleased the Head of the Church to create an influ- 
| ence which we doubt not will hereafter bless our land, 
_and tell, to their unutterable joy, on the everlasting 
| destinies of millions of the Heathen world. There 


the time allotted to public prayer by such petitions as , #re more than 190 students professing religion. In 
they should have offered in their closets, as a prepara- view of these facts, will not the churches exclaim, 
tion fur public services. They pray that they may | with mingled astonishment and gratitude, What hath 


wake up—may have a spirit of prayer—in a word, the | 
whole burden of their prayer is a kind of preparatory | 
exercise, which should be performed in secret, pre- 
viously to the public services. And after all, they do! 
not get into a praying frame—do not even get realy to 
pray—till their prayer is through. This makes the 
meeting cold and uninteresting. Christians are not 
revived and aroused to duty, nor sinners convicted and 
converted to God. A.R. A. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN CONNECTICUT. 


Extract from the Report of the State of Religion, 
presented to the General Association at their late 
session. 


At every successive meeting of this Association, 
for the last forty years, occasion has been found to | 
speak of the paternal regards and covenant faithful- | 
ness of God to the churches in our connection. And_ 
many have been the years during that period, which | 
the heart of piety could not contemplate but with | 
thrilling emotions of gratitude. But never, it is be- 
lieved, has the Association been permitted to record | 
scenes of such overwhelming interest as have marked 
the history of the churches since our last anniversary. 
It was then our happiness to report, that the Lord 
had begun to turn again the captivity of our Zion.— 
On several churches, long disconsolate, and mourning | 
the absence of the Comforter, his reviving influences | 
were descending, and in many others there were in- | 
dications of no dubious import, that God had not for- | 
gotten to be gracious. The hopes of Zion’s friends | 
were not disappointed. To the praise of divine grace, 
we are permitted to record that the promising appear- 
ances of the commencement of our last summer were 
followed by a series of extended revivals, which co- 
vered almost the whole area of the State, bringing 
several thousands, as we believe, to a saving know- 
ledge of Christ, and marking the year 1831 as fraught 
an aus spiritual blessings to our churches, than 


have signalized any other year in the history of our 


American Israel. In several of the district Associa- 
tions, all the churches have been visited with revivals, 
of a greater or less extent, and in nearly every other, 
the exceptions have been few. Of the 226 churches 
in our connection, in view of the reports, we hazard 
little in announcing that more than four-fifths have 
been refreshed from the presence of the Lord. Of 
ae of these revivals, not less — — anew 
gathered into the Congregation urc: 
these, while, as in revivals heretofore reported, a 
great ion have been taken from the Sabbath 
schoo! ant Bible class, a number unusually | has 
been found among the enlightened and i class 





God wrought! The Lord hath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad. 

In presenting this record of the operations of the 
Spirit the past year, the Association would gratefully 
notice ‘* protracted meetings,” as comprising a system 
of means which the Head of the Church has signally 
blessed, in connection with the stated preaching and 


ordinances of the gospel, to awaken-in his people a 


spirit of wrestling prayer, and to the conviction and 
conversion of sinners. These meetings, where due 
preparation for them is observed, and where the ne- 
cessity of the Almighty agency of the Spirit is deep- 
ly felt, we cannot doubt, may still be employed as an 
instrument of building up the church, and of bringing 
back the revolted subjects of the Prince of Peace to 
their allegiance. At the same time, we should not be 
inattentive observers of the indications of Providence, 
to be found in a great multitude-of facts connecting 
the movements of the ¢emperance cause with the sa- 
ving efficacy of the gospel. In connection with these 
facts, the Association are cheered and encouraged 
with the information coming in from almost every sec- 
tion of the State, that the march of this cause is for- 
ward, with a greatly accelerated step. ‘The recipro- 
cal influence of revivals and the temperance move- 
metts has been too apparent to escape notice. The 
language of one report is virtually the language of all. 
“The cause of temperance has both given and recei- 
ved an impulse from this work.of divine grace, mani- 
festing that they are both of one origin, and tend to 
the same results.” 
EFFECTS OF KINDNESS 

A few ladies in the city of New-York formed them- 
selves into a society for the purpose of relieving the 
wants of the wives of the intemperate, where it could 
be done without encouraging the drunkard—and to 
place their children in sabbath schools. 

Their first object of compassion, was the family of 
one who for eleven years had given himself entirely 
to his cups, till his amiable wife and helpless children 
were reduced to the greatest wretchedness. The ladies 
called upon her, made known their message, present- 
ed her with suitable raiment for her children to ap- 
pear in sabbath school, and added, you can de as you 
think proper respecting your husband—aequaint him 
with the object, or not. Sabbath morning came. A 
lady, with faltering steps, descended the cellar, to 
take the inmates to school—for she feared the i 
ed husband mi i 
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astonishment, the father was sitting quietly on one 
side of the room; a son about ten was in a corner 
neatly clad, with a testament in his hand; a little girl 
of four, fair as the new blown rose, was attired ina 
new suit; and the room itself, perfect neatness. She 
said—are the children ready ? when the mother, tak- 
ing the little girl by the hand, led her to the lady 
without saying a word—for her heart was full at such 
new and unexpected kindness; and they joyfully 
hasted to the sabbath school together. The father 
was a man of sense; and low as he had sunk, had 
not yet lost all sensibility. The Sabbath was a new 
day to him. He saw he had deserted his helpless off- 
spring, and the kind hand of charity had taken them 
up. He saw them clad in decent apparel—not by his 
industry; and he then resolved he would be a fool no 
longer. His wife took the Bible which he had often 
forbidden her reading, and he said “ Sarah, will you 
read aloud?’”” She complied. In a few moments he 
exclaimed, if I again drink another drop, may I die 
in the attempt. A rash resolve—but it has never 
been broken. The next morning he went in quest of 
employ—found it, and Saturday night brought to his 
happy wife a handsome sum—placed his children in 
school—removed from his cellar to a comfortable 
apartment, and as far as the most assiduous attention 
and kindness would do it, atoned for all past abuse—| 
and soon saw his happy family comfortable around 
him. 

A few weeks from this happy change, the lady who 
had taken his children to Sabbath scl:ool, had called 
to conduct the little girl to a day school, and was met 
by the father, who stopped and most politely accosted 
her, saying—‘ You are taking my little girl to school. 
I have earned twenty shillings this morning, and I 
hope I shall soon be in a condition to make my fami- 
ly comfortable.” It is so. He has continued an in- 
dustrious, sober man—and his wife the happiest, that 
ean possibly be; and his gratitude to the lady.who 
first clothed and led his children to Sabbath school is 
almost unparalleled. 

Such was the effect of this noiseless rebuke—and 
such was the reward of those who stretched out their 
hands to the needy. A family raised from the lowest 
degradation, to a state of comfort—and the heart of 
the bowed down made to sing for joy.—Roch. Obs. 


A SINGULAR FACT. 


‘The Cherokees,” said John Ridge in his late 
speech, ‘‘are the only nation who can claim the honor 
of having invented an alphabet. George Guess, a 
Cherokee Indian, who did not understand a single 
letter, within a few years had invented an alphabet in 
which a newspaper is now published in the Cherokee 
nation, and their children taught to read and write.— 
He was a poor man, living in a retired part of the 
nation, and he told the head men one day that he 
could make a book. The chiefs replied it was im- 
possible, because they said, the Great Spirit at first 
made a red and white boy; to the red boy he gave a 
book, and to the white boy a bow and arrow, but the 
white boy came round the red boy, stole his book, 
and went off, leaving him the bow and arrow, and 
therefore an Indian could not make a book. But 


George Guess thought he could. He shut himself up| pe 


to study; his corn was left to weeds, and he was him- 
self pronounced a crazy man by the tribe. His wife 





thought so too, and burnt up his manuscripts, whene- 
ver she could find them; buthe persevered. He first 
attempted to form a character of every word in the 
Cherokee language, but was forced to abandon it,— 
He then set about discovering the number of sounds 
in the language, which he found was sixty-eight, and 
for each of these adopted a character, which forms 
the alphabet, and these characters combined like let- 
ters, form words. Having accomplished this, he call- 
ed together six of his neighbors, and said, now I can 
make a book. They did not believe him. To con- 
vince them, he asked each of them to make a speech, 
which he wrote down as they spoke, and then read to 
them, so that each one knew his own speeclr, and 
they then acknowledged that he could make a book, 
and from the invention of this great man, the Chero- 
kees have become a reading people.” 


From the Journal of Humanity. 
THE INDIANS. 

In looking over the accounts respecting the Indian 
wars for a few months past, | have been deeply im- 
pressed with the thought that these difficulties have 
come upon us in consequence of bad policy on our 
part. os far the Indians have had provocation to 
warrant their present measures, I know not. It may 
be, perhaps, that some individuals have been wrong- 
ed by that class of the whites residing near, whose 
motto is, “get money—by all the means in your 
power.” 

I believe our policy towards the Indians has beep 
wrong in this respect, viz. in neglecting their educa- 
tion. Having come into the country and taken pos- 
session of the soil, political economy, philanthropy and 
religion require that we as a christian nation, should 
civilize and christianize the aborignes. 

It may be denied, and doubtless will be, that it 
would be expedient in a political point of view to in- 
struct the Indians. But on what does the strength and 
importance of a nation depend, if not in the number, 
intelligence, and virtue of its inhabitants? The In- 
cians are human beings endowed by nature with strony 
minds, capable of vast improvement. In a savage 
state, their minds, like a barren waste, yield no valu- 
able harvest. They are of little or no benefit to us. 
But they are not only useless, merely in a pecuniary 
point of view, but are restrained from injury at a great 
expense. Several thousand soldiers are deemed ne- 
cessary for the present season, to protect the proper- 
ty and lives of our western brethren. The expense 
will not probably be less than four or five hundred 
thousand dollars, besides a great waste of property 
and many valuable lives. 

Let us suppose that a dozen missionaries and school 
teachers had gone among them five years since, and 
instructed them in the principles of our holy religion, 
would they not in all probabiliy have prevented this 
waste of human life? Allowing each of the 12 teach- 
ers 500 dollars a year, the expense for five years 
past, would be only 30,000 dollars. ; 

If it is true that the effect of a mission would have 
been to prevent the present unhappy war, we see that 
more than nine tenths of the expense might have been 
saved. I need not spend time to prove that the gos- 
1 has a tendency to make mankind humane, peacea- 
ble, and friendly, or that these tribes would certainly 
have become so, had the proper means been taken 
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with them. It is sufficient to point any one who} 


doubts what would have been the result, to those tribes | Cemperance Reform. 
of Indians where the gospel has been sent. There is |= 


scarcely room in the mind of a candid man for a doubt | THE RETAILING BUSINESS. 
but that ten men with the bible in their hands, andthe; intelligent Medical Council and Beard-of 











message of salvation on their tongues, will effect more 
in protecting us from the attacks of savages than a 
thousand with their instruments of death. 
missionary must be sent while the savage is in a state 
of quiet, when his mind is accessible to the language 
of kindness and friendship. What he does he must do 
by way of prevention and not of remedy. Why may 
we not as well pay our thousands and hundreds of 
thousands in saving the lives of the Indians and bless- 
ing them with peace and happiness, as to pay it for 
the work of devastation and death ? 

It is wise in a political point of view (to say nothing 
of religion) for us to instruct the Indians in the great 
principles of rightand wrong. Whenever the motives 
of the gospel can be brought to bear on the minds of 
savages, their barbarous customs cease.. Why do we 
not hear that the Cherokees, the Choctaws, the Sen- 
ecas, and others who enjoy religious instruction, ate 
einployed in rapine and murder ? 


But the | 


Because the gospel | 


‘Health last week gave it unequivocally as their opin- 
ion, that the falling off of deaths was attributable, in 
no small degree, to the check that was given to retail- 
ing, particularly to the order to keep the shops closed 
on the Sabbath, and enforcing the order by a strong 
police. ‘Take this in connection with the concurrent 
'declaration of all who know aay thing about the mat- 
jter, that the principal ravages of the cholera are 
| among hard drinkers. The excellent Dr. Sewall, of 
Washington city, who visited New-York to see the 
disease, says in a letter, 

* Out of 204 patients which have been admitted 
into the Park hospital since the commencement of the 
disease, Dr. Howard, the physician of the institution, 
informs me, that only six of the number were tempe- 
rate persons. All the temperate persons recovered, 
while 122 of the others died. The other hospitals 
give nearly the same result. All citizens of good ha- 





teaches them not to retaliate nor to avenge themselves, | bits, and who live carefully, are considered as secure 
but to forgive. Let.the same gospel be understood, from the attack of the disease. Wherever exceptions 
and felt through the land, and wars will come to a |‘ this rule have occurred, it has been owing to some 
perpetual end. I am confident therefore that it will | powerful exciting cause; and while the citizens of 
be altogether cheaper in the end to civilize the Indians, | New-York generally feel the atmospheric influence 
than to endure their vices and protect ourselves from | sensibly, none but the irregular sufler severely from 
their fury while they remain in the savage state. And |" 
not only so, but could such a work of humanity and} Can it remain a matter of reasonable doubt, that 
benevolence be done, it would be eminently honora- | rum is the cause of cholera? If the calamity could 
ble to our national character. It would be setting an | be confined to the drinkers and dealers, it might be 
example worthy of imitation to others, and bring the | right for the temperate, after all their efforts to pro- 
blessing of thousands on our heads. |cure areformation have proved unavailing, to just 
| stand still and let things take their course. But the 
atmosphere is now poisoned by this disease, and we 
| ourselves, and our wives, and ow children, are en- 
When the Rev. Bernard Gilpin was on his way to| angered by it. And inultitudes of us are called to 
London, to be tried by the popish party, he broke| mourn for losses, which all the world cannot repair. 
his leg by a fall, which put a stop fur sometime to| Look, too, at the numbers of helpless orphans thrown 
his journey. The person in whose custody he was| "pon the wide world by this calamity. And all for 
took occasion from this circumstance to retort upon|What? Why that part of our population may en- 
him an observation he used frequently to make, ‘ that |Joy the beastly satisfaction of drinking liquor, and 
nothing happens to us, but what is intended for our | that another part may have the equally sordid gratifi- 
good ;’ asking him whether he thought his broken leg | ©@¥on of making money by the sale of it. Isir 


ALL THINGS FoR ouR Goop 


was sot’ He answered meekly, ‘He made no) Gut? 
question but it was.’ And, indeed, so it proved ; 
for, before he was able to travel, queen Mary died. 
Being thus providentially rescued, he returned to 
Houghton through crowds of people, expressing the 
utmost joy, and blessing God for his deliverance. 


An aged Christian in great distress of mind, was 
once complaining toa friend of his miserable condition, 
and among other things, said, ‘ that which troubles me 
most is that God will be dishonored by my fall.’ 
His friend hastly caught at this and used it for the pur- 
eo of comforting him :—* Art thou careful of the 

nor of God? and dost thou think that God hath no 
care of thee and of thy salvation? A soul forsaken 
of God cares not what becomes of the honor of God; 
therefore be of good cheer; if God’s heart were 
not towards thee, thine would not be towards God, or 
towards the remembrance of his name.’ 


'house, aside from the rest of the community. 
/every habitual drinker be compelled to give heavy 
bonds for the practice of total abstinence. 


It is perhaps too late to act efficiently, as right 
|and justice require, in this city. For the disease has 
|come, and we hope has spent its strength upon us. 
But we do urge it upon all those towns and cities which 
|are taking preventive measures, to adopt some course 
which will strike at the cause of the disease. 11 is idle 
to clean our cellars, and sweep our streets, and scat- 
ter chloride of lime, while the cause of pestilence 
burns in the veins of drinkers who go at large among 
our citizens, and while others are allowed, “ fcr 
the sake of a few cents,” to minister fuel to the flame. 
Every Board of Health or Health Commitee ought 
immediately to put forth their whole authority against 
these authors of mischief. Let an order be passed fcr 
\placing every common drunkard at once ina > 

t 


Let ever 
part of the town be thoroughly searched for the poi 
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son, and every drop of distilled liquor be placed 
under the control of the Board of Health. We make 
not these suggestions in jest or in anger ; but under 
the solemn impressions produced by a pestilence which 
is hurrying our population to the grave at the rate of 
more than a hundred in aday. The thing can be 
done. And the proper authorities alone will be to 
blame wherever it is not done.—V. Y. Evangelist. 


WHISKEY IN VIRGINIA. 


When a great and sudden change is taking place in 
society—a revolution that vitally affects its character 
and habits, if not its very structure, it may be wise to 
deliberate and inquire, before a fatal step is taken,— 
What will be the end of these things? Whither do 
they tend? The fact which we are about to state— 
which we heard a few days since from a gentleman re- 
cently from Scottsville—is indicative of such a change. 
It discovers a state of things, which, if suffered to 
exist and prevail, will excite much anxiety and 
alarm, if not real suffering, among many citizens. 
It therefore demands public attention—and public 
spirited citizens ought to look to this matter in season, 
and prevent suffering as far as possible. The inci- 
dent to which we refer in these remarks was related | 
to us as follows: 

In Scottsville, a flourishing village in the interior of | 
our State, a boy was seen with his jug on the Fourth 
of July, instant, trudging along from one store to an- 
other through the whole village, inquiring for Wats- 
KEY. He was faithful and persevering in his efforts 
—went to allthe stores, twelve or thirteen in number, 
in the village, but no one of them kept the delicious 
beverage, and the boy was obliged to go home with 
an empty jug! No alchoholic liquor was to be obtained 
at any price! What sad intelligence to the longing ap- 
petites which were waiting at home, the arrival of the 
jug !—Rum drinkers in Richmond—would not such 
a state of things in our good city be intolerable! ? 
—No whiskey or grog of any sort to be had on the 
Fourth of July.—S&. R. Tel. 





A LOOKING GL 455, 
IN WHICH MANY PARENTS MAY SEE THEMSELVES. 


The Christian Mirror published at Portland has an 
interesting account of a Temperance celebration on 
the 4th of July at Minot, by a union of several socie- 
ties. After an admirable address and the adoption 
of several important resolutions, an invitation was 
given to any one present to make such remarks on 
the subject of temperance as occurred to them. 

The venerable Deacon B , of a neighboring 
town, rose and said, that he accepted the invitation, 
and considered it his duty to come forward in su 


rt of the cause of temperance, though the facts 
had to relate were but the confession of his own faults, 


and exposed py view the vices and misfortunes 


of his own family 
sacred cause, he was willing to make 
eat as it was. 
The hoary headed veteran, with a tearful.eye, a 
ivering lip, and a voice tremulous, more with grief 
Ge age, and at times almost choked with sorrow, 
went on to state that he was now nearly four score 


; yet, such was his ages sae 
sacrifice, 





bear to look upon it. 


years of age, and well remembered the first declara- 
tion of that independence which he had assisted his 
country to achieve—that he had been for fifty years 
the head of a family and was the father of many chil- 
dren, whom he had brought up in the custom of the 
times in which he lived. He had “ in his way,” at- 
tempted to oppose’ intemperance, but he still had 
drank a little himself ms had furnished a little to 
his children and domestics. He had not then thought 
of total abstinence, though now he is convinced it is 
the only way to promote temperance, and that all oth- 
ers are vain and futile. 


His oldest son was a smart, active lad. There 
was a great want of a blacksmith in the vicinity, and 
he hired a journeyman to come to his house and teach 
his son the trade. The labor was hard, the fire was 
hot, he thought a little rum was needful ; and he in- 
considerately furnished it both to the workman and 
his son. Alas! he had furnished him with his des- 
truction. He had put poison in his way which was 
fatal. to his son and to his own peace of mind. The 
trade was learned, the son set up the business—was 
successful and respectable, but the poison Legan to 
work. He suspected it, but a fond father’s eyes were 
blinded ; he would not see the truth; he could not 

One night, vary | about to de- 
part on a long journey on the morrow, he went to his 
son’s house to take his leave of him. He was absent. 
He waited long for him but he did not return. At 
last his wife, with tears and sobs, was compelled to 
open the truth to her father-in-law. Her husband was 
at his cups. Long and weary were the evenings she 
had spent without him, and when he did return he 
came home a brute. 

Grief and amazement seized the father. He could 
not return home that night. He went to bed, but not 
to sleep. Agony was his companion until the morn- 
ing, when he expostulated with his son, who took it 
in good part, and promised amendments, and the old 
man took his journey with feelings somewhat relieved, 
but still he was anxious. But how easy the descent! 
how hard to return! when the poison has once taken 
effect, how difficult to cure ! The son went step by 
step, in the downward path, until he became a con- 
firmed drunkard. The father remonstrated, but his 
remonstrances were no longer heard patiently. The 
son became angry and abusive, and at length wrote 
his father a letter, accusing him of being the cause of 
his ruin by bringing him up to drink. The father’s 
conscience told him it was true; he could but plead 
guilty to the unnatural accusation, and pangs of re- 
morse added poignancy to his grief. son sank 
into a druukard’s grave, and died without hope, leav- 
ing his wife and children pennyless. 

The good old man shook his whité locks and dash- 
ed the tears from his eyes, while with sighs and groans 
he warned the parents then present to beware how 
they put the poisoned chalice to their childrens’ lips. 
It had embittered his life: it had strewed his re 
with thorns, and he stood there a monument of his 
own thoughtlessness, and a sad warning to other pa- 
rents, nothing would have tempted him so to ex- 
pose his own faults and the disgrace of his family, but 
the hope, that others might be deterred by his fatal 
example. The hoary head, whitened with the snows 
of nearly four score winters, su by a tall and 
manly frame which so many years had but slightly 
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bended, the weeping eye, the tremulous voice, the 
faultering tongue, and the deep sigh of the veteran of 
independence, together with the intense interest of 
his story, related in a plain matter-of-fact way, had a 
striking effect on the audience: the crowded meeting 
house was as still as a tomb, except his shrill and 
trembling voice, which echoed through the breathless 
galleries—one might have heard a pin drop. The 
eflect was great, and probably exceeded that of the 
excellent address and speeches which preceded it. 

Nothing more could be added to advantage. The 
President made a few brief closing remarks. The 
Rev. Mr. Jones concluded the exercises: with prayer, 
and the society adjourned sine die, 


TRANSPORTATION OF DRUNKARDS, 


About 60 men and 40 females, from the streets and 
the House of Correction, have been conveyed to 
Fort Warren, a fine healthy situation, where they are 
usefully employed in fitting up the Barracks for a 
House of Correction. ‘The men are sent to work as 
soon as they can stagger under a load’ of bricks, and 





have plenty of food and water. Every drunkard who 


me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it.”” 

Several have been baptized, and many more re- 
ceived. On one occasion, two young persons, almost 
children, besides several others, came forward, and in 
the face of a large assembly, gave satisfactory evi- 
dence that they had been with Jesus. At sucha 
scene as this, what could the infidel do but tremble, 
and what the atheist but hold his peace, and fear to 
say in his heart, “ There is no God.” And we may 
now say—* Out of the mouth of babes, and suck- 
lings thou ordained strength because of the enemy, 
that thou mightest still the enemy, and the avenger.” 

Religious Herald. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Charlotte—A_ correspondent under date of July 
25th, writes—* I cannot close without gladdening 
your hearts with the glorious news of a revival, now 
in progress in Charlotte, Mecklenburg Co. I visited 
that place last Monday, and I left it yesterday; and 
while there, | stood still, as it were in astonishment, 


loses his senses in reeling from a grog shop, will find jt behold the power, and salvation of God.” The 
himself, when he wakes up, carrying a brick hod at | Writer proceeds to state, that Rev. R. H. Morrison, 
Fort Warren.— Boston D. Adv. | the Pastor of that church, is assisted by two young 





ministers, Rev.Messis. Barnes and Firman, from 


ED | 
[See | 


| South Carolina ; and that public religious services had 





VIRGINIA. 


SrorrsytvaniA.—The Lord of Hosts has done | 
great things for Zion in this section of country. _ The 
great master workman seems, according to his own | 
purpose and grace, to be bringing out from the hid- 
den quarries many precious stones, and making thein 
ready to be fitly joined together into the frame work 
of that glorious building, which is now rapidly grow- 
ing up * a holy temple in the Lord.” What great 
reason have we to hope that the period is fast ap- 
proaching, when the topmost stone will be laid—and 
the whole edifice completed! Let all saints pray in | 
the language of the sweet Psalmist of Israel— Do | 
good in thy good pleasure to Zion, build thou the walls 
of Jerusalem.” At (Pamunky) Mount Hermon, | 
Olive Branch, and at Zion mecting house, we have 
lately seen this blessed work going forward. Jcho- | 
vah is making his people —s in this the day of his 
power. Zion is awake, and Jerusalem putting on 
her beautiful garments. I never saw the people of 
God so much engaged. I never heard such awful and 

mn warnings, as are now given to sinners. Such 
faithful sermons! Such pungent appeals. And the 
blessing of the Lord goes with the word. The lofty 
looks of man are humbled, and the haughtiness of 
sinners is bowed down. Three young men, at one 
meeting, were struck under the most powerful con- 
Viction. One of whom was never seen the least af- 
fected before, and the other two said they had never 
before prayed in their lives! Great numbers crowd up 
to receive the aid of praying saints. We hope that this 
glorious work will still go on under the guidance of 
him who ruleth, and will rule. We are encouraged to 
trust, and hope that the Lord will bless, the preach- 
ing of his glorious gospel. ‘* So shall my word be that 
geeth forth out of my mouth, it shall not return unto 








been held daily, for about ten days. More than 60 
persons, it was estimated, had passed from death un- 
to life. ‘Those who had been given to the idolatry of 
gold, pleasure, or fashion, were forsaking their treach- 
erous gods, and devoting themselves to the service of 
Christ.—Southern Rel, Tel. 


WILMINGTON, DEL. 


We learn that 47 persons were added last Sabbath 
to the full communion of the Presbyterian Charch in 
Wilmington, Delaware, under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. E. W. Gilbert. These are the first fruits 
of the late protracted mecting held in that church, and 
of the Spirit’s gracious influence on the means of sal- 
vation then employed. Have any of the churches been 
favored with a well conducted meeting of this sort, 
without receiving a blessing from Heaven? We con- 
fess that we know of none. 











 Ovituary. 


“« Man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?” 











DIED, 

In this city, on the Ith inst., a daughter of Mr. Joseph 
Coats, aged 11 years. Same day, Mrs. Sarah Bacon, wife of 
Mr. Henry B., aged 27. Same day, a child of Mr. Leonard 
Pardee, aged 18 months. 

In this city on the 15th, Mr. Isaac Dorman, aged 24 years, 
Same day, a child of Mr. Wyllis F. Colt, aged 1 year. 

In this city, on the 16th, a daughter of Mr. Johnsen Ford, 
aged 7 years. 

In this city, on the 19th, Mr. Horace Smith, aged 24 years. 

At Fuir Haven village, on the 17th inst., Mr. Jotham Tattle, 
aged 45 years. 

In New-Bedford, about the 28th ult., Mr. Charles Cottu, 
aged 46, a native of France, and formerly for many years @ 
resident of this city. 
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Poctry. 


We seldom think it necessary to invite the attention of our 
readers, who have a taste for poetry, to the fugitive pieces, 
that often grace our pages, from the pen of Mrs. Sigourney. 
They need not our commendation. But we think the follow- 
ing, in addition to its poetic beauty, for design, and application, 
at the present time, is peculiarly happy. 





[For the Religious Intelligencer. ] 
DEATH'S CHOSEN ALLY. 


The King of Terrors frown’d upon his throne, 
O’erwearied and displeas’d.—* Behold, my task 
Siuce him of Eden felt a brother's hate, 
Down to the brow that blanches as I speak, 
Hath known no respite. Would that there were one 
With whom to trast my cares awhile,—and snatch 
One moment of repore Ho! ye who wait! 
Give notice, —that with him most worthy found 
By previous deeds to waste the race of man, 
The Victor-Monarch will delight to share 
The glory of*his kingdom.” 
Mighty winds 
Swoln up to earthquake violence,—and tones 
Of many waters, like a thousand seas 
Clamor’d the edict,—while the lightning’s spear 
Wrote it in flame, on every winged cloud:— 
Yea, with such zeal the elements conspir’d 
To publish the decree,—methoughit there lurk'd 
In each some latent, lingering hope, to win 
The promis'd regency. — 
The Passions came, 
Thron’'d on their storm-clouds, and with varied voice, 
Thundering or eloquent,—as best beseem’d 
Their several natures,—boasted how to seal 
Life’s countless springs.—But to their claims, stern Death 
Gave credence cold.— 
Next, fleshless Famine rose 
Up like a charnel-ghost,—and Pestilence 
Came stalking on, with quiver ever full,— 
And ever in her ears, a mournful sound,— 
The weeping of the nations.— 
—Loudly shriek'd 
A martial trump,—and on his bunner’d car, 
War, like a sovereign came.—Unaumher'd spoils 
Were strew'd around him,—and the blood of men 
Flow’d as a river ‘neath his chariot-wheels.— 
His eagle eye the promis’d honor scann'd, 
As an undoubted right.—But the pale king 
Ponder'’d,—yet spake not,—till with haughty pride 
The candidate withdrew,--and trembling Earth 
Shrank at his kindled rage.— 
There was a pause.— 
As if none dar’d in that fvil’d champion’s steps 
Essay to tread.—At length a bloated form 





Mov’d slowly on, with mix’d and maddening bowl,— 

But ere the footstool of the throne he prest, 

Death, with a father’s fondness hasting down 
Embrac’d,—and in the seat of empire plac’d.— 

Great was the wonder,—but none dar’d gainsay ;— 

And with a fearful shout, all Nature’s foes,— 

Diseases, — passions,—wars and sins, proclaim’d 
Intemperance their lord,—while at his feet 

Hell cast her trophies,—and with joy receiv’d 

Death's allied friend,—as her prime-minister. L. H.S. 
—_—_———_—__ ey 


WONDERFUL PRESERVATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


An inquirer into the authenticity of the New Tes- 
tament, who regards it as he would any other book of 
the same date, must be struck by one very remark- 
able fact; namely, the integrity of its text, when 
compared with almost every other writing contempo- 
rary with it. Not one syllable penned by eight ob- 
scure authors of the Scriptures of the New Testa- 
ment, received by the Church as canonical at the 
death of St. John, has been lost during the course of 
eighteen centuries. Yet of the Historical Works of 
Tacitus, half at least are wanting ; out of the ove 
hundred and forty four books of Livy, only thirty 
five exist; the collections of Atticus have entirely 
perished ; the orations of Hortensius are known only 
through the allusions of his rival; and the literary 
fame of the great Dictator survives but in two narra- 
tives, one of which has been sometimes doubted. 
Where is the wise? Where is the Scribe? Where 
is the disputer of this world? May it not be the 
power of God which, amidst this wreck of eloquence 
and learning, has preserved unmutilated, even to 
these latter days, the simple, and unstudied composi- 
tion of the illiterate Galileans,—the i soul ton 
rugged addresses of the tent-maker of Cilicia ? 

British Critic. 


The hand of Providence.—Dr. Guise lost his eye-sight in the 
pulpit during the prayer before his sermon, and was thereby in- 
capacitated from making use of his notes. After service, as 
he was led out, bewailing his loss, a good old lady overheari 
him, cried, “‘ God be praised, your sight is gone! I never hea 

ou preach such a sermon in my life. I wish the Lord had t- 

en it away twenty years ago!” Thus the Lord often makes 
the deprivation of our personal comforts advantageous to our 
fellow Christians. 


No character is more glorious, none more attractive of ami- 
versal admiration and respect, than that of helping those who 
are in no condition to help themselves. 





Letters received at the Office o yh we Intelligencer during 
the sadlag Aug. 24, 1832. 

John E. Barrow, idge, N. J.; David Osborne, Lenoz, 
Mass.; C. Davis, for Wm. Howe, Ludlowville; Josiah P. How- 
ell, _N. ¥.; Luke Loomis & Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. ;— 
Wells Beardsley, Esq., Kent, Ct.; Peter Gaylord, Gaylord’s 
Bridge, Ct.; Aaron J. Cowles, Hamilton, N. Y; Phineas Tal 
cott, Vernon, Ct.; Edward Pratt, Providence, R. I. 
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